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3REPORT OF THE
PROMOTER GENERAL OF THE DOMINICAN LAITY

TO THE FRIARS GENERAL CHAPTER
KRAKOW, POLAND, 2004

A. PROMOTER GENERAL AND GENERAL CHAPTERS:
1. Tasks:  The Friars’ General Chapter of Bologna, 1998, Acts. No. 171,

recommended that a Promoter General of the Dominican Laity should be
appointed to do the following tasks:

i. To represent the laity at the international level.
ii. To encourage contact among the different groups within the

Dominican Laity.
iii. To encourage the laity to form regional and continental

organizations.
In addition, the Friars’ General Chapter of Providence, 2001, recommended
that the Promoter General should:

iv. Ensure that lay Dominican groups…be faithful to our genuine
tradition…and that they be enlightened and stimulated by
Dominican theological creativity…(Acts. No. 445.1).

v. Offer them the best possibilities for their formation…(Acts.
445.2).

vi. Determine the advisability of international encounters of
delegates of lay Dominicans together with the Promoters of
Dominican Laity.  The objective of these encounters would be to
seek ways of promoting the laity at national, regional, and
international levels; to discern the best structures to achieve this
end; and provisionally to designate lay delegates to participate in
certain instances in the Dominican Family where they are not yet
represented. (Acts. 445.3).

The Friars’ General Chapter of Providence, 2001, also exhorted the promoters
of Dominican Laity that:

vii. At local, national, continental, and international levels, they
integrate the Dominican Youth Movement in the structures of
promotion and organization of the Dominican Laity and the
Dominican Family. (Acts. No. 449).

2. Evaluation of Those Tasks:   Since my appointment as Promoter General, which
began in September 1999, I have worked to achieve these objectives together
with Dominican laity.  Following the tasks enumerated above, I would like to
report::
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i. I represent the Dominican laity in many instances at the

international level, such as serving on the International
Commission of the Dominican Family (Bologna, 149-150) and on
the Commission for the aggregation of new entities to the Order.

ii. Over the past 5 years I have continued to support efforts to bring
the different Dominican Laity groups into better contact,
especially when I participate in various assemblies of the Lay
Dominican Fraternities or gatherings of the Dominican Family in
different countries.

iii. The formation of regional and continental organizations has been
one of my major tasks over the past years.  My efforts have been
directed primarily to Lay Dominican Fraternities (LDF, tertiaries),
who are the historic form of lay Dominican life and the most
numerous.  I will mention their organizations below in Part C.

I have also encouraged the newer forms of Dominican lay groups
to establish their own regional and continental organizations
when applicable, such as the national network of Lay Associates
of the Dominican Sisters’ congregations in the USA, or the
Dominican Lay Scholars Community.

There has been very little effort to form regional and continental
organizations that network all types of Dominican laity.  In Lima,
Peru, August 2003, the Lay Dominican Fraternities of Latin
America converted their continental organization, LAIDALC
(Laicado Dominicano de América Latin y el Caribe), into a
network that seeks to include all types of Dominican lay groups
of that continent.   At that time, they elected one of their
members, Héctor Madujano (Mexico), to coordinate the
establishment of the new LAIDALC.  But at the same time, they
needed to form a new network for only the LDF groups of Latin
America and the Caribbean.

iv. As Promoter General, I urge all Dominican lay groups to be
faithful to our genuine tradition and Dominican theological
creativity.   This is done with the help of Provincial Promoters and
good Religious Assistants to each group. The Friars’ General
Chapters of Bologna (No. 177) and of Providence (No. 144)



5provided requisites for acknowledging new groups within the
Dominican Family precisely to ensure this adherence to the
Dominican tradition.  Generally, I find that the Dominican laity
groups are working very hard to be authentically “Dominican”.

ii. Formation of Dominican laity is a high priority.  In the case of the
Lay Dominican Fraternities (LDF, tertiaries), formation is an
essential part of their Rule (Nos. 11 – 13) for acceptance of new
members and also for the ongoing formation of their permanent
members.

Because the new Dominican lay groups are unique, independent
organizations from country to country, it is much more
challenging to monitor their preparation for Dominican mission.  It
is necessary that those who are responsible for them guarantee
that the Dominican tradition of study and formation are part of
their program.  Some of them object to having any structure,
statutes, formal commitment, or obligatory formation program as
a Dominican laity group, which means that their “study” has to be
evaluated in different terms.   Even so, we must all encourage
Dominican laity groups to study and use the best possibilities of
formation available.  And this must be encouraged especially by
the provincials and mother prioresses, the respective  provincial
promoters, the founders of such new lay groups, and by all those
in the Dominican Family most related to them.

iii. The Providence General Chapter’s recommendation that the
Promoter General should determine the advisability of
international encounters of delegates of Lay Dominicans (Acts
445.3) has been seriously investigated.

As mentioned above in No. 2.iii, LAIDALC aspires to form a
network of all types of Dominican lay groups of Latin America
and the Caribbean.  But very little has been achieved thus far,
and certainly delegates have not been convened at an
international gathering.   No other continent has begun such a
project of collaboration among all the different Dominican laity
groups.

By comparison, Dominican Sisters International (DSI) seeks to
network all 160 congregations of Dominican sisters.  It could be a
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NOTER



43Dear Brothers and Sisters in St Dominic,

The General Chapter of Kraków has finished. These three weeks of work, discussion,
prayer and fraternal meetings gave you – I hope – nice memories. The presence of the
guests from all over the world in Kraków was for us, brethren from the Polish Province, a
wonderful opportunity to learn about different ways of living St Dominic’s charisma and
experience our unity and brotherhood. We also have in grateful memory all those who
prayed for the General Chapter and followed it via our website. Let us hope that our ways
will meet again and the friendship will last!

Fraternally yours in St Dominic,

Grzegorz Chrzanowski OPSecretary General

Kraków 2004

Acta Capituli Generalis Diffinitorum Ordinis Praedicatorum, Cracoviae MMIV
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